3rd PAGES Young Scientists Meeting (YSM), Morillo de Tou, Spain, 7-9 May, 2017 three days prior to the 5th PAGEs Open science Meeting (OsM), 80 ambitious earlycareer scientists (PhD students and postdoctoral researchers) met in the restored village of Morillo de tou, spain. the remote setting in the Pyrenees, the old style buildings constructed of turbidites, and the clear and sunny weather made this place an inspiring location to discuss past climate, environment and human interactions. Despite some grumblings about cold coffee served in small cups, the conference was a high-energy affair that promoted connections.
Although the meeting was full of science, there was also time to relax and enjoy what Morillo de tou and the surrounding area had to offer. On the first night, clear skies allowed stargazing with guidance and highpowered telescopes provided by the Huesca Astronomical Association. the event on the second night included traditional Aragonese music and dancing, which showed that we were not only skilled at science, but also at polka! Before heading back to Zaragoza for the OsM, we stopped at the nearby town of Ainsa to learn about the local geology (Fig.  1) . the town was built upon a Marine Isotope stage 4 (MIs4) river terrace, which formed during the peak extent of Quaternary glaciers in the region, overlying Paleogene turbidites.
Finally, attending the YsM provided a valuable opportunity for people at a similar career stage to meet and share their experiences, and also concerns, about being an early-career researcher. Furthermore, the participation of senior scientists at the YsM provided valuable insight into the different possibilities available within a research career. this networking opportunity -with researchers from different fields, institutions, and countries -built important links within a welcoming community immediately prior to the OsM and offered a foundation for longlasting collaborations.
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